Revised 5.6.26

General Synod Agenda and Programme
11-13 June 2026

Stirling Court Hotel, Stirling University, Stirling

THURSDAY 11 JUNE

09:30-10:00

10:30-11:30

11:30-12:00

Session One:

12:00-12:30

Freshers’ Meeting will be held in the Silver Glen Room (new
members)

Opening Eucharist, Al Ahli Hospital Offering, Constitution of General
Synod in the Wallace Monument Room

Tea & Coffee in the Silver Glen Room

The Most Rev the Primus in the Chair—in the Blair Atholl Room*

Primus: Welcome to delegates and guests

During this session Synod members will be invited to introduce
themselves to each other in their table groups

Orientation and Housekeeping Training session on how to vote
Preliminary Business (Page 10)
Appointment of Tellers

Motion 1: That James Lloyd, Miriam Weibye and the AV
Department operators be appointed as tellers for the meeting.

Appointment of Prolocutors

Motion 2: That the Very Rev Graham Taylor be appointed as Clerical
Prolocutor for the meeting.

Motion 3: That the Very Rev Sarah Murray be appointed as Clerical
Vice-Prolocutor for the meeting.

Motion 4: That Canon Alistair Dinnie be appointed as Lay
Prolocutor for the meeting.

Motion 5: That Ms Marion Mackay be appointed as Lay Vice-
Prolocutor for the meeting.
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Permission to speak

Motion 6: That Heather Ford, members of the Provincial Youth
Committee along with the leaders of YEEK, invited representatives
from other churches and faiths and provincial staff members be given
permission to speak to Synod.

Minutes of General Synods 2025 (Page 11 and page 38)

Motion 7: That this Synod approve the minutes of the meeting of the
General Synod held on 5-7 June 2025

Motion 8: That this Synod approve the minutes of the meeting of the
General Synod held on 9 September 2025

Session Two: The Rt Rev Bishop of St Andrews, Dunkeld and Dunblane in the Chair

12:30-13:00 Joint Session: College of Bishops & Standing Committee -
Presentation of the Provincial Strategy with table group discussions
(page 43)

13:00-13:45 Lunch provided in the Silver Glen Room

Session Three: The Rt Rev Bishop of Argyll and The Isles in the Chair

13:45-15:00 Provincial Strategy Table Discussions

15:00-15:20 Heather Ford, Church Support Manager, Ecclesiastical

15:20 -15:50 Coffee & Tea in the Silver Glen Room

Session Four: The Rt Rev Bishop of Brechin

15:50 -16:40 Mission Board: Provincial Youth Committee

16:40-17:00 Evening Prayer (remain in the Blair Atholl Room)

19:00 Reception in the Conservatory, supported by Ecclesiastical, followed by
dinnerin the restaurant at 19:30



FRIDAY 12 JUNE

09:00-09:20

Revised 5.6.26

Morning Prayer in the Wallace Monument Room

Session Five: The Rt Rev Bishop of Glasgow and Galloway

09:30-10:15

10:15-11:00

11:00-11:15

11:15-11:30

11:30-12:15

Institute Council: Scottish Episcopal Institute (Rev Dr Anna-Claar
Thomasson-Rossingh and Dr Victoria Turner)

Tea & Coffee in the Silver Glen Room

Standing Committee: Financial Statements, Budget and Quota
Overview

Financial Statements (page 95)

Motion 9 [formerly 15]: Thatthis Synod acceptthe Annual Report and
Financial Statements of the General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal
Church for the financial year ended 31 December 2025.

Administration Board: Proposed change to Stipend (page 93)

Motion 10 [formerly 14]: that the Scottish Episcopal Church's
Standard Stipend will increase annually by the greater of:

1. CPI (the July figure in the preceding year) and

2. the amount required to maintain parity with the Church of
England's National Stipend Benchmark

Faith and Order Board: Liturgy Committee

Second Reading of Blessing of a Marriage

The text of the Liturgy is available online by clicking: HERE Opinions from
Dioceses (page 85)

Motion 11 [formerly 9]: That the proposal that Blessing of a Marriage
(2026 be added to the Schedule to Canon 22 be read for the second
time.

Amendments to be proposed to first reading text:

Amendment 1

To add at the end of the above motion for second reading:

“subject to the following alteration:

- That the word ‘nevertheless’ be removed from the second
sentence of the Notes for Guidance (p1)


https://generals-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/donna_scotland_anglican_org/IgAOZUJrPqVTSLTAjyYstCwvAa7sLhi9RBpfJe672Y9clxw?e=P0Pp0f
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First Reading of Liturgy in Times of Lament

The text of the Eucharistic material is available online by clicking:
HERE

The text of the Liturgy of the Word is available online by clicking: HERE
Motion 12 [formerly 10]: That the proposal thatthe Scottish Liturgy

1982: Additions For Times of Lament (2027) be added to the Schedule
to Canon 22 be read for the first time.

Motion 13 [formerly 11]: That the proposal that): A Service of the
Word: Additions For Times of Lament (2027) be added to the Schedule
to Canon 22 be read for the first time.

Removal of out-of-date liturgies from the Schedule to Canon 22

The text of the Baptism of Infants 1967 is available online by clicking: HERE
The text of the Burial of the Dead 1969 is available online by clicking: HERE

Motion 14 [formerly 12]: That the proposal that the following liturgies
be deleted from the Schedule to Canon 22 with effect from the Sunday
next before Advent in 2026 be read for the first time:

* Baptism of Infants (1968) listed as item 3 in the Schedule.

* Burial of the Dead (1969) listed as item 4 in the Schedule.

Introduction of Feast of God the Creator (page 87)

Motion 15 [formerly 13]: That this Synod:

a) affirms its support for the introduction of Feast of God the Creator
in the SEC Calendar

b) agreesits date as the First Sunday in September

Cc) requests that the Faith and Order Board instruct the Liturgy
Committee to include the Feast of God the Creator in its
preparation of liturgies for the proposed Season of Creation.

Link to A Precious Gift for the Third Millenium - Proposal for National
Churches: Feast of Creation.

12:15-13:45 Lunch (Synod members to purchase lunch on campus)

Session Six: The Rt Rev Bishop of Argyll and The Isles in the Chair

13:45-14:30 Mission Board: Reflections on Mission by the Rt Rev Bishop of
Glasgow

Table Groups Reflections & Feedback on Healthy Churches


https://generals-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/donna_scotland_anglican_org/IgAOZUJrPqVTSLTAjyYstCwvAa7sLhi9RBpfJe672Y9clxw?e=P0Pp0f
https://generals-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/donna_scotland_anglican_org/IgAOZUJrPqVTSLTAjyYstCwvAa7sLhi9RBpfJe672Y9clxw?e=P0Pp0f
https://generals-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/donna_scotland_anglican_org/IgAOZUJrPqVTSLTAjyYstCwvAa7sLhi9RBpfJe672Y9clxw?e=P0Pp0f
https://generals-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/donna_scotland_anglican_org/IgAOZUJrPqVTSLTAjyYstCwvAa7sLhi9RBpfJe672Y9clxw?e=P0Pp0f
https://www.feastofcreation.com/

14:30-15:20

15:20-15:50
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Legacy of Slavery Working Group

Teaand Coffee

Session Seven: The Rt Rev The Bishop of Edinburgh in the Chair

15:50-16:20

16:20-16:30

16:30-16:50

18:30

20:00

Provincial Environment Group: The Rt Rev lan Paton, Convener

Provincial Safeguarding Committee: Christine Riddoch, Head of
Safeguarding

Evening Prayer (remain in the Blair Atholl Room)

Dinner in the restaurant

Pub Quiz in the Students’ Union

SATURDAY 13 JUNE

09:00-09:20

Morning Prayer in the Wallace Monument Room

Session Eight: The Most Rev the Primus in the Chair

09:30-11:10

Faith and Order Board: Inter-Church Relations Committee

Presentation from Rt Rev Anthony Poggo, Anglican Communion

Response to the Nairobi-Cairo Proposals

Link to the Anglican Communion website: Nairobi-Cairo proposals

Response Papers from Faith and Order Board (page 101)

Motion 16: That this Synod:

a)

strongly affirms its commitment to and membership of the
Anglican Communion. It recognises that, in accordance with
Canon 15.1.a., the churches of the Anglican Communion
constitute the primary group of churches with which the SEC is in
communion.

recognises and affirms the need to revise the definition of the
Anglican Communion set outin 1930, to acknowledge the changes
in the Communion and the need for the leadership of the
Communion better to reflect the breadth of the Communion.


https://www.anglicancommunion.org/the-nairobi-cairo-proposals/

11:10-11:25

11:25-11:40

11:40

12:00

c)
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While supporting these proposals in principle, requests its
delegates to ACC 19 to ask for amendments to the proposals set
out in the Nairobi Cairo Proposals and in the Supplement to those
proposals, in accordance with the SEC responses to those
proposals prepared by the Inter-Church Relations Committee at
the request of the Faith and Order Board and submitted to
IASCUFO in December 2025 and to the Anglican Communion
Office in April 2026.

Amendment to Schedule to Canon 15

Motion17: ThatThe Evangelical Lutheran Churchin the Faroe Islands
be added to Schedule One to Canon 15

Motion 18: That the name of The Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church
Abroad be changed to The Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church
Worldwide in Schedule One to Canon 15

Working in Partnership (page 116)

Digest of Resolutions — Adoption of Gender Inclusive Language

Background paper (page 124)

Motion 19: That this Synod approves the revision of the Digest of
Resolutions to adopt gender-inclusive language throughout the text,
such revisions not altering the meaning or effect of any provision.

This shall include:

replacing gender-specific language (such as “he”, “him”, or “his”)
with gender-neutral equivalents; and

replacing binary constructions (such as “he/she” or “his/her”) with
gender-inclusive alternatives where appropriate.

A copy of the amended version of the Digest of Resolutions is
available online by clicking: HERE

Standing Committee: Budget and Quota Overview (Page 95)

Motion 20: That this Synod, having examined the proposed budgets
for the General Synod for the year 2027, agree to a quota figure of
£820,000 (a £35,000 increase on the 2026 figure) for that year.

Elections (Page 125)

Motion 21: Thatthe Rt Rev DrJohn Armes be appointed as a Trustee of
the Scottish Episcopal Church.

Closing act of worship and confirmation of Acts of Synod

*All of the business will take place in the Blair Atholl Room unless otherwise specified.


https://generals-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/donna_scotland_anglican_org/IgAOZUJrPqVTSLTAjyYstCwvAa7sLhi9RBpfJe672Y9clxw?e=P0Pp0f

